, and Jackett et al. (1978) (BI453); while one (6872) is a Teheran strain of 'phage type B included in the study of Goren et al. (1982) , and another (34625) is a wild strain recently isolated from a Hong Kong patient. These strains were grown in 7H9 Tween-albumin liquid medium (Difco Laboratories) and an inoculum of 10 JlI of a fully grown culture was added to each of 2 sets of slopes of Lowenstein -Jensen medium without potato starch (Cruikshank et al. 1975) . One set contained 0, I, 10, 20, 30, 40, 50, 60, 70, 80, 90, 100, 200, 300, 400, 500, 600, 700, 800, 900 and 1000 mgjl nicotine (Sigma Chemical Company Limited), and the other set the same concentrations of a preparation of nicotine sulphate (Sigma Chemical Company Limited), which consisted of 45% nicotine base and 55% nicotine sulphate. The slopes were incubated at 37°C and were read at 4, 7, 10 and 14 days. Table  I shows the day on which growth first became clearly apparent and the minimal inhibitory concentration of nicotine. No stimulation of the rate or amount of growth of any strain occurred on slopes containing subinhibitory concentrations of nicotine or nicotine sulphate.
It is remarkable that our strains of M. tuberculosis had usually grown at 7 days and had all grown at 10 days of incubation, whereas Kotian et al. reported that growth on their medium without nicotine took 28 days. While nicotine clearly has no stimulatory action on the growth of mycobacteria on good culture media, the possibility that it could act as a nitrogen source in medium with deficient or absent asparagine might be explored. 
Royal Devon and Exeter Hospitals
Sir, Angioimmunoblastic lymphadenopathy with dysproteinaemia (AILD) had been described in association with a number of haematological abnormalities (Pangalis et al. 1978) . We have recently treated a classical AILD who presented with a pure red-cell aplasia.
A 79-year-old woman was admitted with a three-week history of anorexia, weight loss, nausea and vomiting, severe night sweats and the appearance of lumps in her neck. On examination she was clinically anaemic, there was marked
